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FOUNDATIONS OF 

A DRAMA MINISTRY

STEVE PEDERSON

Steve Pederson
After teaching at the college level for fourteen years, Steve Pederson became the director of drama at Willow Creek Community Church in South Barrington, Ill. in 1986. He leads a drama team of 25 lay people. Team members perform as part of Willow Creek’s seeker services, and also frequently contribute to conferences both at home and abroad.

Pederson has traveled throughout North America and Europe, as well as Australia and New Zealand, teaching and leading workshops for the Willow Creek Association on drama in the church.

He has an M.A. in theater from the University of Minnesota and a Ph.D. in theater from the University of Iowa. He is the author of Drama Ministry, published by Zondervan.

He and his wife, Kathy, live in Streamwood, Ill. They have two married daughters.

Session Goal

For attenders to assemble, train, and maintain a team of drama volunteers for the long haul

Why Drama?



Dealing with the “E” Word

I. Willow Creek’s Approach to Drama
A six- to eight-minute scene (comic or serious) which thematically introduces the topic that the pastor will address. A good scene creates a high degree of audience identification, with the goal being to raise questions, or create tension, without giving answers.
II. Three Guiding Principles

A. Be Real

1. In Performance


Need actors who sound, look, and act like real people

2. In Content
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3. Drama That Is Real:

· Has power

· Has integrity

· Cuts through people’s defenses


· Prepares hearts for worship

Worship is seeking to understand who we are and who God is and responding appropriately.

B. Don’t Preach

When drama preaches, 
it seems false.

C. Seek to Achieve Excellence

1. What Is Excellence?

[image: image3]
2. Quality Drama is Achieved Through:

· Qualified leadership
· Training
· A community focus

Organizations and Publishers

Baker’s Plays

45 W 25th St
New York, NY 10010

212-255-8085

www.bakersplays.com

CITA (Christians in the Theatre Arts)

PO Box 26471

Greenville SC 29616

864-679-1898

www.cita.org

(Sponsors numerous regional and one national conference a year; a very good organization which brings together church drama people with those working in professional theaters and Christian college theater programs.)

Dramatic Publishing Service

311 Washington St

Woodstock, IL 60098

800-448-7469

www.dramaticpublishing.com

(A few religious plays)

Dramatist’s Play Service

440 Park Ave., South

New York, NY 10016

212-683-8960

www.dramatists.com 

(A few religious plays)

Lillenas Publishing Co.

2923 Troost

Kansas City, MO 64109

816-931-1900

www.lillenas.com 

(From Lillenas: The Worship Drama Library — offers numerous volumes of sketches for enhancing worship, as well as other drama materials)

Samuel French Inc.

45 W 25th St

New York, NY 10010

212-206-8990

www.samuelfrench.com 

ServiceBuilder

Willow Creek Community Church drama DVDs and scripts are available at:

www.willowcreek.com/servicebuilder

Books

A Sense of Direction: Some Observations on the Art of Directing

William Ball

ISBN: 0896760820

An Hour on Sunday

Nancy Beach

ISBN: 0310252962

Drama for Worship, Vol. 1 & 2

Curt Cloninger

ISBN: 0784709165

Theater Craft: Creativity and the Art of Drama
Nigel Forde

ISBN: 0877888078

(Out of print, but available on Amazon. A good book written for Christians doing drama; covers both the theoretical and practical; deals with topics such as: the Christian artist, the director, writing, etc.)

Behind the Screen: Hollywood Insiders on Faith, Film and Culture

Spencer Lewerenz & Barbara Nicolosi

ISBN: 080106547X

(While the focus is on film, an excellent book that holds up the value of truthful writing that doesn’t preach.)

The Playwright’s Process

Buzz McLaughlin

ISBN: 0823088332

(An excellent and practical book on the craft of playwriting)

The Heart of the Artist: A Character-Building Guide for You and Your Ministry Team

Rory Noland

ISBN: 0310224713

(An excellent book that challenges artists to a deeper level of Christ-likeness)

Thriving as an Artist in the Church: Hope and Help for You and Your Ministry Team

Rory Noland

ISBN: 0310257328

Drama Ministry: Practical Help for Making Drama a Vital Part of Your Church

Steve Pederson

ISBN: 0310219450

Audition
Michael Shurtleff

ISBN: 0802772404

Christianity and the Theatre

Murray Watts

(Available from Riding Lights Theater Co LTD, Friargate Theatre, Lower Friargate, YORK YO1 9SL, UK or www.ridinglights.org. A small book presenting an apologetic for theater; discusses the church/theater dynamic, and covers such issues as the predicament of a Christian actor.)
“Drama … has become the dominant form of artistic communication in the western world.”


Murray Watts





“If we’re to communicate God’s good news, we have to do so in a language that worldlings can understand.”





Henry Mitchell





“Books of our contemporary culture are films.”





Erwin McManus


Unstoppable Force





“When we see stories with all their hardships, colors and juices, they move us in ways that principles and prohibitions can’t. They move us not by external forces but by internal ones. By the quickening of our conscience and the stirrings of our heart.”


                                             


Ken Gire


Windows of the Soul











“He (the pastor) is called to be himself.  He is called to tell the truth as he has experienced it.  He is called to be human….  If he does not make real to them (his congregation) the human experience of what it is to cry into the storm and receive no answer, to be sick at heart and find no healing, then he becomes the only one there who seems not to have had that experience because most surely under their bonnets and shawls and jackets….all the others there have had it whether they talk of it or not.”


Frederick Buechner





“You’ll never be able to speak into [people’s] souls unless you speak truth about your own wounds. You need to tell them what our Lord has come to mean to you in the midst of your disappointments and losses. All ministry begins at the ragged edges of our own pain … Churches should be places where people come to hear the story of God and to tell their own. That’s how we find out how the two relate. Tell your story with all of its shadows and fog, so people can understand their own. They want a leader who’s authentic, someone trying to figure out how to follow the Lord Jesus in the joy and wreckage of life.”


Brother Thomas to Chase Falson in the novel Chasing Francis by Ian Morgan Cron





“Playwrights are not evangelists.” 	


Dorothy Sayers





“Art does not teach, it reveals; it is more about illumination than lessons, more about epiphanies than persuasion.”


James Young





“Somewhere in this magnetic field between art and propaganda the Christian author (or painter or musician) works. One force tempts us to lower artistic standards and preach an unadorned message; another tempts us to submerge or even alter the message for the sake of artistic sensibilities … Success often lies with the extremes: an author may succeed in the evangelical world by erring on the side of propaganda. But ever so slowly, the fissure between the Christian and secular worlds will yawn wider. If we continue tilting toward propaganda, we will soon find ourselves writing and selling books to ourselves alone.”


Philip Yancey


Open Windows








“The more I practice, the luckier I get.”


Gary Player





Sometimes when I read Christian books, especially in the fields of fiction and biography, I have a suspicion that characters have been strangely lobotomized. It’s as if an invasion of body snatchers has sucked out the humanity I know and replaced it with a sterilized imitation. Just as a lobotomy flattens out emotional peaks and valleys, Christian writers can tend to safely reduce life’s tensions and strains to a more acceptable level.


A biblical book such as Jeremiah or Hosea spends a full chapter describing, in graphic terms, Israel’s resemblance to a harlot who goes a-whoring, sleeping with every nation that comes down the street. We tend to take those same thoughts and express them as “God is mad at us” or “God is disappointed in Israel.” Tragically, we also miss the emotional force of forgiveness that follows such gross adultery. We lobotomize the relationship between God and ourselves, and ourselves and other people ...


A perverse fear of overstatement keeps us confined to that flatland realm of “safe” emotions and tensions — a fear that seems incredible in light of the biblical model ...


Christian books are normally written from a perspective outside the tunnel. The author’s viewpoint is already so flooded with light that the author forgets the blank darkness inside the tunnel where many of his or her readers are journeying. We forget that, to someone in the middle of the mile-long tunnel, descriptions of blinding light can easily seem unreal.


	Philip Yancey


	Open Windows
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