Festival of the King

FAQ’s



How long is the production of Festival of the King?

About 50 minutes.  Add a short mini-message to the end, and it’s a perfect Christmas service.
 



 

How many actors and singers does Festival of the King require?
Festival of the King calls for nine main actors. Here’s a list of them, and what they need to be able to do.
 

TANNANI – male, actor and singer 
LEYLA – female, actor and singer
KYRA – female, actor and singer
BOB – male, actor and singer
THE MOURNER – female, singer only
THE STORYMASTER – male, actor only
THE GIRL – female, actor and singer
THE MAN – male, actor only 
THE MESSENGER – male, actor only
 

Additionally, there is a Company (chorus) of between 20 to 50 people.  The company is an ideal place to involve percussionists, musicians, choir members, dancers, children, and people new to your arts ministry. Or you could limit the company or cut it altogether.  See tips below for simplifying the chorus.
 



 

I notice that Festival of the King comes with performance tracks and vocal charts, but no instrumental sheet music.  What’s up with that?

Festival of the King was created and designed to be as do-able as possible for the largest number of churches, regardless of size, volunteer ranks, budget, etc.  One of the ways we’ve tried to do this is to supply you with professionally produced performance tracks, to provide consistency of performance, and so you don’t necessarily have to pull together a large orchestra (let alone finding some guy who plays a wide range of African percussion instruments). This approach is being done more and more in Broadway-style productions and at places like Disney World.  It gives you a guarantee of the best possible musical product, with the least amount of work, that is consistent from rehearsal to rehearsal and performance to performance. If you’ve ever tried to get your entire orchestra or worship band to every drama rehearsal, you know what I’m talking about.
 

Having said that… some of you will still want to add your own musicians to the mix.  Here’s a couple ways:
· Use the performance track to create a click track. Then you can use the performance track as the main music bed, but add other live instruments to the mix and fatten up the sound. 

· Have one of your talented musicians transcribe the music into written charts.  Is there someone on your staff or volunteer ranks who can accomplish this? If it’s very important to you to use live music, this could be a way to go. 



 

Festival of the King looks very exciting, but a little intimidating for my smaller church or ministry. Any tips for adapting and simplifying it?

You bet. While the cool sets, and costumes, and large cast are cool, Festival of the King can be simplified a LOT to make it more do-able.  At its heart, it’s just telling the story of Christmas in a new way.  Here are some suggestions for simplifying:
· Use the performance tracks instead of live instrumentalists. 

I get it.  We all have worship bands and instrumentalists and we want to use them. But think of the rehearsal time that could be saved by simply using the great performance tracks that have been included.  It shrinks the project significantly.
 

· Lose the chorus. 

The original production includes a chorus of 50 people.  And they add a lot of energy. But could you do the production without them? Absolutely.  By focusing on the nine main players, you streamline rehearsal time and prep time in a huge way. And nice full background vocals (a whole chorus worth) are included right on the performance tracks. So you won’t sacrifice great sound by slimming down the cast.
· Keep the set minimal. 

On the video of the original production, it’s easy to get caught up in the cool set. And it is cool.  But your congregation won’t know what they’re missing.  Keep the set very minimalistic…even a bare stage could work great! Focus instead on the costumes and the props. These can carry the job of creating the tribal mood, with a LOT less work. Lights can also do a dynamic job of setting the stage, without actually SETTING the stage.
Remember, even if you just focus on delivering the script with the nine main cast members, you will still have something unlike your congregation has ever seen.  And you will bring Christmas to life for them in a whole new way.
 



 

After watching the video of Festival of the King, I think the kids in my children’s ministry or the students in my high school ministry would love it.  But I might need to change a few little things. Is that okay?

You better believe it. Once you purchase Festival of the King, you are free to make whatever edits or changes to the script that you desire to set your production up for success. My goal is to set you up to win.
 



 

Can I copy the disks that come with my kit?

Yes indeedy. Permission to copy the disks to mount your own production is granted, like if you wanted to copy the CD so your singers could learn their parts. That’s what it’s there for.  However, sharing the disks with other churches or reproducing the content found on the disks for any other purpose is illegal and strictly prohibited.
