We want to hear from you. Please send
your comments about this book to us in care
of zreview@zondervan.com. Thank you.

LONDERVAN.COM/
AUTHORTRACKER?

ZgONDERVAN "

Nice Girls Don’t Change the World
Copyright © 2005 by Lynne Hybels
Requests for information should be addressed to:

Willow Creek Association
P.O. Box 3188, Barrington, Illinois 60011-3188

or
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49530

ISBN-10: 0-310-27231-9
ISBN-13: 978-0-310-27231-1

This edition printed on acid-free paper.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be repro-
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording,
or any other—except for brief quotations in printed reviews,
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Photo credits are located on page 96.
Book design by Cheryl Blum

Printed in the United States of America

05 06 07 08 09 10 11+ 1211109876543 21



WWWW

The sppesite sﬁwvmw,/ﬂm‘wwd/, % a

"WW .II mw

X YOSl Wemany means
Padiny the safe,
passive, posple - pleasinsy

bohawisn ofy niceness for
the dynamic pewy s tue 4esdmes.

(b meams meving prem the weakmessy
amd, immatunitny of aidhscd, towand, the
Wempth and, matwity sf wemanhesd,.






Whereas a girl of any age lives out the
script she learned as a child—a script too
often grounded in powerlessness—a woman
acknowledges and accepts her power to change,
and grow, and be a force for good in the world.

Whereas a nice girl tends to live according
to the will of others, a good woman has only one
goal: to discern and live out the will of God.

A good woman knows that her ultimate
calling in life is to be part of God’s plan for
redeeming all things in this sin-touched world.

A good woman knows she cannot be
all things to all people, and she may, in fact,
displease those who think she should just be
nice. She is not strident or petty or demanding,

but she does live according to conviction. She



knows that the Jesus she follows was a revolu-
tionary who never tried to keep everyone happy.

That picture of a good woman made me
want to be one. It made me want to grow up
and trade the innocuous acceptability of nice-
ness for the world-changing power and passion
of true goodness.

I was thirty-nine years old when I walked
into my counselor’s office and said, “I’ve been
working so hard to keep everybody else happy,
but I’'m so miserable I want to die.” I spent
the decade of my forties digging out of that
hole. Now, nearly midway through my fifties,
I’ve discovered that growing up is an ongoing
process—I have not yet arrived. Still, I have
learned some things on the journey to becoming

a good woman.
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