
UNIT SUMMARY

Through the course of the year, kids will follow a sequential view
of God’s story from the Bible. During the second unit of the Fall
Quarter, children will learn about Moses. God spoke to him
through a burning bush and gave Moses and the Israelites the Ten
Commandments. Kids will also hear how God told Moses to send
12 spies into the Promised Land after Moses led the Israelites
there.

In the Beginning . . . Jumping into God’s Story

Unit 2 Overview

LESSON 5:

Moses and the
Burning Bush
(Exodus 3–4)

BIBLE VERSE:
“This is love for God: to
obey His commands.”
I John 5:3

KEY CONCEPT:
We can love God by 
obeying Him.

KNOW WHAT (LG):
Children will hear the story
of God speaking to Moses
through a burning bush.

SO WHAT (LG):
Children will learn it pleases
God when we obey.

NOW WHAT (SG):
Children will participate in
an activity that helps them
identify times they can obey
and reminds them these are
ways we show love to God.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION:
Obedience

LESSON 6:

Moses and the
Ten Com-
mandments-
Loving God
(Exodus 19:16–20:17)

BIBLE VERSE:
“. . . Love the Lord your
God with all your heart.”
Deuteronomy 6:5

KEY CONCEPT:
God wants us to love Him.

KNOW WHAT (LG):
Children will hear the story
of God giving Moses the
rules, specifically the first
four commandments, He
wanted His people to follow.

SO WHAT (LG):
Children will learn how
God wants us to love Him.

NOW WHAT (SG):
Children will participate in
an activity to help them
identify times they can
show love to God.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION:
Obedience

LESSON 7:

Moses and the
Ten Com-
mandments-
Loving Others
(Exodus 19:16–20:17)

BIBLE VERSE:
“. . . Love one another.”
John 13:34

KEY CONCEPT:
God wants us to love 
others.

KNOW WHAT (LG):
Children will hear the story
of God giving Moses the
rules, specifically the last six
commandments, He wanted
His people to follow.

SO WHAT (LG):
Children will learn how
God wants us to love others.

NOW WHAT (SG):
Children will participate in
an activity to help them
identify times they can
show love to others.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION:
Loving others

LESSON 8:

Moses and the
Two Coura-
geous Spies
(Numbers 13–14)

BIBLE VERSE:
“Do not be afraid, for I am
with you.” Genesis 26:24b

KEY CONCEPT: When I’m
afraid, God is with me.

KNOW WHAT (LG):
Children will hear the story
of Moses sending twelve spies
into the Promised Land. When
the men returned, Joshua
and Caleb were the only two
spies who were not afraid.

SO WHAT (LG):
Children will learn that
God is always with us.

NOW WHAT (SG):
Children will participate in
an activity to help them
consider times they are
afraid and to talk about
ways they can respond.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION:
Trust
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LESSONS 5–8UNIT 2:

The Great
Safari

LESSONS:

All Large Group lessons
are taught by a Teacher
and Scott-E the Safari
Expert on a trip through
the jungle.



Preparing the Large Group Teaching Room
During Unit 2, children will travel with Scott-E, the Safari Expert, to hear the Bible story.
Create your “safari” with the following elements. See the unit set photograph on the fol-
lowing page for more ideas.

JUNGLE
Option 1: Cut palm tree shapes and stands of bushy grass out of polystyrene. Paint them
in greens and yellows and prop them up against the curtain or back wall of the teaching
area with lower pieces around the sides and in front.

Option 2: Paint a jungle backdrop on canvas or butcher paper with trees, vines, grasses,
and animals like birds or monkeys.

Option 3: Gather and set up artificial or real potted plants and trees. There may already
be some in the church building you can borrow for this unit.

JEEP
Option 1: Cut the front end and wheels of a jeep out of polystyrene and paint it bright
colors. Set it up several feet from the back of your teaching area and place two chairs
behind it for the Teacher and Scott-E to sit it.

Option 2: Use a large appliance box as the jeep. Cut off the top and decorate it as a jeep
with markers or paint. (You may wish to first cover the exterior with butcher paper.)

WATERFALL
Collect a number of over-sized
foam rocks or use real rocks.
Create a large pile of them on
the side of the teaching area
opposite the jeep. Wrap blue
fabric or large sheets of blue
vinyl tarp through the rocks to
form the appearance of a
waterfall.

Add stuffed and toy animals
such as monkeys, birds, butter-
flies, tigers, crocodiles, etc.
throughout the teaching area.
The Teacher and Scott-E will
“spy” these each week while
driving in the jeep. (See
Helpful Hints.)
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The Great Safari: Stage Set



Music and       Sound Effects
The suggested songs are available on the Reach Up High and Touch the Sky CDs, and the
lesson sound effects are included on the Fall Quarter Sound Effects #1 CD. (There are
two sound effects CDs for the Fall Quarter; be sure you pull the first one.) Make sure a
sound volunteer is prepared to cue up and play the necessary sound and music for each
lesson.

Helpful Hints
for Large Group Leaders
• Each week, children will hear a story about Moses and the things God spoke to him. In

all four lessons, the Teacher guides the interactive teaching time with the help of Scott-E
the Safari Expert. Scott-E is a big-game hunter type. If the person who plays Scott-E is
comfortable with it, Scott-E should have a British or Scottish accent. Make sure he is
clear and articulate enough that the kids can understand him easily. Recruit the Teacher
and Scott-E at least one to three weeks in advance to give them time to memorize their
lines. The lessons will work best if the same people play these roles throughout the unit.
If the same person can’t be Scott-E for all four weeks, introduce the new character as
Scott-E’s brother (or sister, Suze-E).

• Each week, the Teacher and Scott-E will point out safari animals while driving in the
jeep. If possible, these should be the stuffed and toy animals set up around your teach-
ing area. However, if the appropriate animals aren’t available for the week, use the pro-
vided artwork to hang a picture of the animal somewhere in the teaching area.

• Since the same teaching area set-up will be used each week, store the props in a safe
place after each lesson so you have them available for the following weeks. (Lessons 6
and 7 use the Ten Commandments tablets.) 

• Depending on the number of children in your Large Group, you will want to consider
several options for reproducing the lesson artwork provided with this curriculum. For a
group of twenty kids or less, most of the artwork can be printed on regular letter-sized
paper and/or copied onto cardstock. For a larger group of kids, consider printing the
artwork and copying it onto an overhead transparency. Project the image onto a sheet
of poster board at the desired size and trace the image in marker. Or, for churches with
projection capability, the artwork files can simply be imported into PowerPoint® and
projected on a wall or screen in the teaching area. If desired, add color to the artwork
using a paint or image editing computer program.
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Helpful Hints
for Small Group Leaders & Administrators
• In Small Group, children will be given an opportunity to apply the Large Group teach-

ing to their lives. Through story sheets, question cards, and a dot-to-dot activity, leaders
encourage kids to remember the key concept and look at ways to use it in their every
day lives.

• During Lesson 5, pay close attention to the “jeep ride” during the Large Group lesson.
You will have an opportunity to recreate this with your kids during Small Group time.

• In Lesson 8, while the children are connecting the dots on their pictures, be sure to
affirm their feelings. It is okay to feel afraid. Tell the children that when they are afraid,
they can pray to God.

• Your kids have heard the group guidelines reinforced during Kid Connection through-
out Unit 1, so you may not need to repeat them every week. However, if you have new
kids or a particularly active group, you may wish to review again during Kid
Connection:

“Let’s remember two things so we can play and be together! First, we will be
kind to one another. One way we are kind is by listening to one another.
Another way is by following the rules when we are playing a game. We say
nice words to one another. During Small Group, we will always sit in a circle
so we can see each other. Give each other a high-five if you can be kind to one
another.” (Allow children to high-five one another.)

There’s one more thing we need to remember as a group. We are going to be
safe. We will be safe by walking all the time instead of running. When we run,
sometimes we can get hurt. Another way we can be safe is by sitting down
with our group during Large Group. Give each other a high-five if you can be
safe.” (Allow children to high-five one another.)

• Use positive reinforcement to encourage kids to follow the group guidelines. For
instance, if a child does not want to sit down, praise the other children for sitting on
their bottoms and then say to the child standing, “Show me how you can sit on your
bottom.”

• As you lead Small Group, sit against a wall where there are few or no distractions
behind you. This will help the children put their attention on you.

• While reviewing the Bible story during Small Group, invite the children to lie down on
their stomachs as you show them the pictures and read the story. Changing positions
helps maintain their attention.

• When praying with the kids, say one sentence at a time so the children can repeat after
you. This allows you to model prayer for the children.
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