p[image: image1.jpg]



How to Adapt Curriculum for Kids with Special Needs 


Jackie Mills-Fernald 

Director of Access Ministry 

McLean Bible Church 

Jackie.millsfernald@mcleanbible.org 
Breakout Description
In this workshop, learn ways to adapt and modify curriculum, programming elements, and environment to be able to reach and engage students with special needs. With minor changes and adaptations, teachers and volunteers can create programs that meet the needs of all students in the classroom. 

	
	Jackie Mills-Fernald
Jackie Mills-Fernald is the director of Access Ministry at Mclean Bible Church in McLean, Virginia. Her relationship with Access Ministry began originally in 1999 as a volunteer. By autumn of that same year, she had joined the Access Ministry staff. In 2000, Jackie became Assistant Director of Staff and Volunteer Development for Access with a focus on recruitment, training, and overall program development. Since December of 2003, Jackie has served as a member of McLean Bible Church's ministry staff as Director of Access Ministry and also oversees the Signs of Life deaf ministry. Jackie is a sought after workshop presenter and consultant for churches in the development of disability ministry and creating an inclusive culture in the church. Jackie is married with four children ranging in age from 11 to 25. Three of her children have mild to moderate disabilities.


The Need 

· 54 million Americans have a disability 

· 4 million are children under the age of 18

· Disease and disorder account for 58.4% of conditions

· Impairments account for 41.6%

· 1 in 150 children are now being diagnosised with Autism 

The Big Question…..

Can this student participate in the classroom or program the SAME WAY other students are able?

Key Principle of Inclusion

In order to successfully include students with disabilities or differently-abled learners; teachers, staff and volunteers need to understand students ability level in order to adapt, modify or provide additional support. 

Major Areas of Adaptations or Modifications
1. Curricular or lesson plan 

2. Instructional or programmatic 

3. Environmental-classroom or setting 

Which is the most challenging for you?

Why? 

Basic Models of Curriculum Adaptation 
· Use of same materials with additional adult or peer support 
· Same materials with adaptations or modifications of goals, outcomes or participation level 
· Substitution of materials 
Which have you successfully used in your classrooms or programs?
Key Points of Curriculum Adaptations

1. Size-adapt group or size of assignment 

2. Time-adapt allotted time for activity or task 

3. Input-adapt way in which lesson is delivered, vary modalities 

4. Difficulty-adapt skill level or change rules 

5. Output-adapt how student can respond or engage 

6. Participation-adapt goals or outcomes 

7. Alternate-adapt goals or outcomes 

8. Level of support-peer buddy or volunteer

Programmatic Adaptations 

· Use of activity centers 

· Visual aids 

· Timers 

· Posted schedules and classroom rules 

· Tech/media 

· Document conversion-Braille or large print 

· Low tech augmented communication 

· PECS-picture exchange communication symbols 

· Sign language 

Environmental Adaptations 

·  Accessible area and furniture 

· Lighting 

· Distraction free 

· Acoustical element ( sound level) 

· Organized, well labeled room 

· Quiet corner or space

What is an Accessible Classroom? 

· Physical space larger than typical classroom 

· Fully accessible to and from classroom

· People movement consideration 

· Universal design 

· Handicapped accessible restrooms and companion restrooms 
Teaching Tips to Reach All Students 

· Use of concrete materials-literal learners 

· Present concepts in small, sequential steps. Review frequently 

· Provide timely, consistent feedback 

· Vary teaching modalities-engage all senses 

· Be flexible and creative with solutions 

· Vary student expectations and goals 

Remember—Inclusion without resources, without support, without teacher prep, without commitment, without a vision statement, without restructuring, without staff development…Won’t happen. 

Ready, Set, Go 

1. What attitudes or values do you or your church need to address? 

2. What information or knowledge do you need?

3. What needs to be implemented to include more students with disabilities into your existing programs? 

The Mandate 

“Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame….Go to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.”

Luke 14:21,23
