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Inclusion vs. Self-contained Classrooms for Kids with Special Needs
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Breakout Description
Join us for this informative workshop as we explore different classroom models and benefits and challenges as churches continue to reach out and make programming accessible to all God's children. Learn how to access a family and child's need for programming for all children to have success and learn God's truth. 

	
	Jackie Mills-Fernald  Jackie.millsfernald@mcleanbible.org 


Jackie Mills-Fernald is the director of Access Ministry at Mclean Bible Church in McLean, Virginia. Her relationship with Access Ministry began originally in 1999 as a volunteer. By autumn of that same year, she had joined the Access Ministry staff. In 2000, Jackie became Assistant Director of Staff and Volunteer Development for Access with a focus on recruitment, training, and overall program development. Since December of 2003, Jackie has served as a member of McLean Bible Church's ministry staff as Director of Access Ministry and also oversees the Signs of Life deaf ministry. Jackie is a sought after workshop presenter and consultant for churches in the development of disability ministry and creating an inclusive culture in the church. Jackie is married with four children ranging in age from 11 to 25. Three of her children have mild to moderate disabilities.


What is a People First Mindset?

Ministry should always be first about understanding the need and then meeting the needs of people we serve in order to have the most Kingdom Impact.

How Do You Assess Need?

· Do your homework 

· Meet with children’s parents in advance if possible 

· Home or school visit 

· Talk to previous teachers or leaders-Christian and secular 

Classroom Models 

· Inclusionary

· Self-contained or specialized 

· Partial inclusion 

What is the Inclusion Model? 

Including students of all ability levels into existing children/youth programming, 

so that they are fully engaged and participating to the best of their ability.  

Inclusion is about participation, NOT proximity!

It is the model of most school systems…”the least restrictive environment.”
The Big Question…

Ask not..”How does this student have to change to fit in?” 

But…”How do we as teachers and leaders need to change?”

Student Areas for Inclusion 

· Physical 

· Intellectual/Spiritual 

· Social/Communication 

Areas for Adaptations 

· Environmental 

· Curricular 

· Instructional or programmatic 

In which areas do you need to make changes to your ministry?

Strategies for Inclusion 

· Assessing skill of students

· Creative thinking 

· Alternate expectations and goals for students 

· Curriculum differentiation 

· Ability to value students uniqueness, skill and gifts 

· Flexibility and high tolerance for ambiguity

Benefits of Inclusion 

· Increased awareness and sensitivity towards those who are differently-abled 

· Inclusive friendships 

· Modeling of appropriate behaviors and skills 

· Increased disability awareness and sensitivity 

Challenges of Inclusion 

· Additional classroom support and staffing 

· Additional disability awareness training for staff/volunteers 

· Programmatic changes and adaptations 

· Not every child may have success in an inclusionary culture 

 What is the Self-contained Model? 

This model creates special programs and classrooms for children/youth 

with disabilities, where there is extra supports, adapted curriculum and typically smaller classroom size. 
Strategies for Self-contained Model 


· Teacher and staff with additional training 

· Specialized or adapted curriculum 

· High degree of program structure 

· Teacher information packet 

· Behavior plans 

· Fully accessible classrooms 

What is an Accessible Classroom?

· Larger space 

· Fully accessible 

· People movement consideration 

· Universal design 

· Fully accessible restrooms 

· Furniture and equipment 

· Wheelchair accessible 

· Therapy mats and balls

· Lighting 

· Sensory rich 

· Visuals 

Benefits of Self-contained Model 

· More classroom support (staff to student ratio)

· Smaller classroom size 

· Programs and materials adapted for cognitive ability or range of students

Challenges of Self-contained Model 

· Limited exposure to typical peers 

· Lack of modeling of social skills from typical peers 

· Communication or language challenges 

· Additional staff/volunteer training 

What is a Partial Inclusion Model? 

Is the mode in which the student or participant with disability is included for portion of the program and then pulled out for more specialized instruction or setting. 
Benefits of Partial Inclusion 
· Allows for some flexibility for attendee

· Some interaction with typical peers

· Additional supports in specialized classroom 

Challenges of Partial Inclusion 
· Potential transitional issues 

· Possible disruption of program flow 

**Remember there is no such thing as one model fits all**

Group Discussion 

1. What model(s) exist in your church now?

2. What is working?  What is not?

3. What model(s) would you like to see in your church?

4. What action steps do you need to take to make that happen? 

“Then the King will say, “I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”  Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink?”  The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

-Matthew 25:34-40
